CHAPTER III

THE TALE TURNS  TO   EARLIER   EVENTS

Now we shall leave the tale a space
(When come the proper time and place,
If you will follow with me, you
Shall hear me take it up anew)
Of the coming of the two kings
Of whom I have writ many things
And whom I now to Acre have brought.
Hear now, and hold within your thought
That here I wish and must contrive
To break my thread of narrative,
But it shall be tied close once more
And knotted firmly as before:
For the kings were not the first, but rather
The last who at the siege did gather.
And therefore to all those who fain
Would know, Ambroise will now explain
Who undertook the enterprise
Of taking Acre, and in what wise 5
For he himself saw naught of it,
Having but read that which is writ.
Who first besieged it, and what bold
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